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Sunday 26 April 2020 : Third Sunday of Easter Year A

Last Wednesday I attended an on line meeting, via ‘zoom’ with the members of Rebuild My House. Rebuild my house are a
group of parishioners that seek to explore the ways our community can best respond to injustice and prejudice. At the meeting
we were able to check in with each other and share some of our struggles, hopes and fears. We prayed together and shared
current social justice initiatives. I leave you with an inspirational quote that one of the committee members shared with the
group. It summed up why we are impelled to continue the work we have begun:
“Driven by the forces of love, the fragments of the world seek each other
so that the world may come to being." Tielhard de Chardin
We concluded by agreeing to meet again in 4 to 5 weeks time, driven by the forces of love. And so, in 4 to 5 weeks time, I lo ok
forward to sharing with you the initiatives, plans and dreams of this most essential parish initiative.
—Fr Paul
Anzac Day falls on Shabbat this year. With that in mind I humbly place
before you this prayer composed by Rabbi Ralph Genende OAM.:

Family Discussion Starters:
What did the two men walking on the road say to Jesus?
Why do you think that they didn’t know it was Jesus?
When did they recognise it was Jesus who was with them?
What would you say to Jesus if he was beside you?
We remember that Jesus is always with us.
CALLING YOUNG ARTISTS & WRITERS!!!
Mother’s Day is an opportunity to celebrate the women in our
life who have cared for and nurtured us—our mums and also
all the other special women who have ‘mothered’ us. May is
also the month of Mary, our Heavenly Mother. As such we are
producing a special Bulletin for mothers day dedicated to Our
Mother, and the women who have been mothers to us in our
community. Send in your artwork, stories about and messages
to the important mothers and women in your life and also
artworks
and
reflections
about
Our
Lady
to
administration@stfrancis-stjoseph.com (please include your
full name and age). Contributions due by 3rd of May.
FAMILY & FAITH WEBSITE
Bernice Wong, our Family Educator at
the St Francis of Assisi Primary school
has created a fantastic resource which is
available to all families in our
community. You do not need to have a
child enrolled at St Francis School to
use this site! Visit the website by clicking the Family & Faith
icon for prayers, activities and more!

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.
Our faith community demands that the Christian Churches
including the Catholic Church provide full and meaningful reparation for those who have suffered clerical
and institutional sexual abuse.

Anzac Day will look very different this year due to social
distancing restrictions in place across Australia. Despite the
restrictions placed upon us we commemorate the past
sacrifices of our fallen and we commit to live with the
principles and values for which they died. In so doing their
journey continues through us.
We are links in a chain that make up the story of this great
country. We remember the chapters written by the giants
before us and now we journey on to write our own.
May He who makes peace on high make peace for all of us
here on earth and let us say Amen!

The Ode
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow
old; Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning We will remember them."
Lest We Forget
JOIN US FOR MASS ONLINE
Wednesday 5pm
Saturday (Vigil) 6pm

www.stfrancis-stjoseph.com/facebook-live-stream/

A Prayer for Australia
Bless, oh God, our country of Australia
and all its people.
Let us have dreams in this land of long dreams;
let the hot winds from the desert
fire our imagination,
let the red soil of the plains
keep us rooted to the things that matter,
let the deep waters of our oceans and lakes.
Flow into our hearts giving us
depth and understanding.
Let us remember the original inhabitants
of this land of lingering song lines.
May we stand as strong and as mighty as our
mountains and be as gentle
as our places of quiet beauty.
May Your spirit vitalise this great land, may it enter
the hearts of our government and leaders. Guide
them with wisdom, compassion and integrity. Protect
the members of the Australian Defence Force in all
their endeavours at home and overseas. Implant in
our hearts a spirit of love and unity that we may
work and live together in harmony and fellowship
for the well-being of this society
that we are building together.
Lord God may your promise be with us always.

WELCOME

New to the parish? Please come and meet one of the Parish Team
after mass and take home one of our Welcome Packs to find out
more about your new community.
Welcome Packs are available at the church entrance.
OUR PARISH
Paul Ghanem ofm - Parish Priest
Piotr Rzucidlo ofm & Francisco Basnayake ofm - Assistant Priests
Ruth Rawlinson - Parish Manager
Tanith Bryce - Cantor, Edgecliff
Pamina Milenkovic - Organist, Edgecliff
Noel Debien & Bransby Byrne - Music Dir. & Organist Paddington
Nicole Smeulders - Cantor Paddington
Emma-Gai Gold - Safeguarding Support Officer
Nicole Hudson - Principal, St Francis of Assisi Primary School
We remember those in need of our prayers: our deceased, those in
hospital, nursing homes, the homebound and defence force personnel.
Recently Deceased: Sr Leila Saab, Peter Hackett, Valerie Warton, James
Adamovich, Matthew Bolton, John Rockey, Jim Evans, Jean Groves, Karl
Hallenan, David Barrett, Clare Carter, Winifred Simshouser, Nancy Rickard,
Junior; baby of Jono Allatt & Sarah MacMahon, Tim Chew, Cathy O’Connor, A.
O’Sullivan, Peter McMurray, Lois Squadrito, Rae Collins, James Cummings,
Patrick Whooley, Juliet McCormack, Caroline a’Beckett, Elizabeth Hammond,
Michael Rock Dean, John Fordham, Margaret Quade, Norma Castaldi.
Mass Intentions: Conley Family Intentions, Margaret Quinnell, Margaret
Austin, Janice Hui, Jean Groves, Judy Debien, Mary Di Bello, Karen Tighe, John
McCue, Joyce Dingwall, Vinz Napoli, Caterina Maiurana, Judy Petrosian,
Margaret McCaffrey, Valerie McPhee, Susan Griffith, Katharina & Manfred
Lemech John Kelly, Aquino Lanojan, Kevin & Ann Nicey, Ian Stewart, Andrew
Georgiou, Nancy Jordon, Yiu Lam Kwan, Gaetano Carone, Faye Anderson,
Anne & George Duncan, Adeline Lee, Sr Mary Hereward, David Roderick, Tino
Ordonez, Giulano Family, Frank & Lena Kaine, Herbert Graham, Francesco
Labbozzetta, John Newman, Giuliano Family, Ann Kaine, Dennis Kiernan,
Domenico & Nita Casamento, Shannon Whelan, Kathy Nemeth, Kiernan
Family, Avery & Roche Familes, William Dikson, Jean Malouf, Maria Satoh,
Hector Destro, Concepcion Family, Hector Barbara, Ray Ghanem, Tom
Connelly, Nancy Jordan, Odete Desa, Vince Munro, Marian Wojciechowski,
Krystna Leszczywska, Kim & Raymond Malouf, Holy Souls.

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE
PASTORAL LETTER FROM
ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER
Please click on the image to download
the latest Pastoral Letter from
Archbishop Anthony Fisher to the
Clergy & Faithful of the Archdiocese
of Sydney dated 30 March 2020
FOR REGULAR UPDATES FROM
SYDNEY ARCHDIOCESE
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusupdates/
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime
are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, contact the
police. You can also contact the Safeguarding & Ministerial Integrity Office:
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or on 93905810. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to
the police.
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Our faith community acknowledges and pays respect to the
Traditional Owners of the Land on which we worship,
the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.

