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I took a few days break last week with the intention of spending an extended time in prayer. To my great distress the words I
needed to share with my God did not flow as I had hoped. I was left with an eerie silence and a tinge of sadness. Back home in
the Parish Office I read this little reflection from Fr Michael Tate, instantly it gave me peace. I share it with you in the hope that
you too share in the peace. Enjoy, Fr Paul

When words fail :

One loves someone so much – a child, a parent, a spouse or partner – yet when one tries to pray for that person the
words seem only a pale shadow of the intensity of feeling and total love one feels. Stop! Simply put the person or
situation before God and say nothing. The Holy Spirit will express our heartfelt prayer for us.
One’s heart is breaking with grief for someone close who is very ill or dying. Or one feels a terrible anxiety or anguish.
Words don’t come easily even though one wants to pray. Stop! Put the person or situation before God and say nothing.
The Holy Spirit will express our heartfelt prayer for us.
Perhaps accentuated by the constant messaging of social media, when trying to pray we can get anxious when there is
a lull in the noise and no words come.
We could pause for a moment to relax and to allow the Spirit to express our plea in a way which could never be put into words.

CAN YOU HELP AFTER TODAYS MASS
If you can help wipe down pews after todays
Mass please see the volunteers on the door.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFULL
Presider: The kingdom of heaven is revealed to us in
Jesus Christ. So in faith and through Christ we turn to
God with these our needs and requests.
Reader: For Pope Francis and our Church leaders.
All: May they continue to spread the Good News
of the Kingdom, offering guidance and hope to
those seeking to know God.
Reader: For those who dedicate their lives to missionary work.
All: May the Holy Spirit fulfil their needs in service
so that they may continue to spread the message
that is the real treasure in this world.
Reader: For the gift of wisdom.
All: May we, like Solomon, be people of discernment, learning to judge what is right in God’s
sight and always be pleasing to God.
Reader: For teachers and educators.
All: May they instruct and inspire their students to
seek the wisdom and understanding of God in all
things.
Reader: For judges and court officers, for legislators
and all who serve in government.
All: May they carry out their responsibilities with
wisdom and selflessness.
Reader: For those who have died.
All: May they experience eternal life with Christ.
Presider: Let us ray together:
All: Merciful God, grant these our prayers, teach us
your ways, fill us with your wisdom and help us to
love one another unconditionally and in the Spirit.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Our faith community demands that the Christian Churches
including the Catholic Church provide full and meaningful
reparation for those who have suffered clerical
and institutional sexual abuse.

WELCOME

New to the parish? Please come and meet one of the Parish Team
after mass and take home one of our Welcome Packs to find out
more about your new community.
Welcome Packs are available at the church entrance.
OUR PARISH
Paul Ghanem ofm - Parish Priest Piotr Rzucidlo ofm, Francisco
Basnayake ofm & Joseph Nguyen ofm - Assistant Priests
Ruth Rawlinson - Parish Manager
Tanith Bryce - Cantor, Edgecliff
Pamina Milenkovic - Organist, Edgecliff
Noel Debien & Bransby Byrne - Music Dir. & Organist Paddington
Nicole Smeulders - Cantor Paddington
Emma-Gai Gold - Safeguarding Support Officer
Nicole Hudson - Principal, St Francis of Assisi Primary School
We remember those in need of our prayers: our deceased, those in
hospital, nursing homes, the homebound and defence force personnel.
Recently Deceased: Linda Nader, Ricardina Da Silva,Clare Kenny, Harriet
Cornfeld-Fraser, Annalisa Tamburrino, Paula Dodgson, Linda Ashfort, Paul
Kearney, Margaret Quinnell, Georgina Moretti (Scott), Elizabeth Moore, Ian
Perkins, Sheila Dahdah, Barbara Fuller-Quinn, Ingeborg Berben, Fr M.J
O’Sullivan, Ann Dargan, Geoffrey Karpin, Giacomo Cangelosi, Jennifer Cormier,
Rose Anne Croke RSC, Virginia Wilkinson RSC, Jim Evans, Hilton Hollingdale,
Robert Cumming, Patricia Callachor, Dallas, Salvatore Buoncore, Kazuyo
Culpin, Gerard Lohan, James Adamovich.
Mass Intentions: Norma Coulson, John Duggan, Myrtle Engel, Tino Ordonez,
Gaetano & Paola Carone, Catherine Wu-Hutchings, Rosie Castillo, Norma
Austria-Eustaquio, Sylvia Santos, Ian Stewart, Virginnia Ross, John Foxe,
Amanda L’Estrange, Carolyn Savage, Andrew Georgiou, David Saw, Francisco
Leonardo Correa, William Hegarty, Angelina & Carmen Bellanto, Marie
Toohey, Annette Angles, Patricia Upton, Caroline Upjohn, Guilano Family,
Francis Xavier Dillon, John & Jeanette Rawlinson, Roslyn Dougherty, Finbarr
O’Farrell, The Piper Family, Catherine & Leon Hutchings, Jennifer & Felix Mui,
Mollie Odillo Maher, Stephen Kozicki, Rebecca Gallagher, O’Kelly Family
Intentions, John (Jack) Coulson, Suzanne O’Mahoney, Hector Destro, John
Carmody, John Scott, Peter Obrien, Frances Furlong, Michael Donovan, Peter
Meagher, Karen Tighe, Brian Prackhert, Geoff Cliff, Glen Coorey, Gregory &
Patricia McCue, Peg & Paul Kelly, Rosa Spinelli, Conley Family Intentions,
Margaret Quinnell, Margaret Austin, Janice Hui, Holy Souls.
.

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE
PASTORAL LETTER FROM
ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER

Click on the image to download the
latest Pastoral Letter from
Archbishop Anthony Fisher to the
Clergy & Faithful of the Archdiocese
of Sydney dated 2 July 2020. Or visit
the Archdiocese the Archdiocese
website for the latest COVID
updates and news at:
www.sydneycatholic.org/
coronavirus-updates/
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime
are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, contact the
police. You can also contact the Safeguarding & Ministerial Integrity Office:
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or on 93905810. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to
the police.

Archdiocese
Franciscan Friars

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Franciscan Friars Australia

Parish
Franciscan friars

@stfrancisjoseph
@OZFranciscan

Parish
Archdiocese

www.stfrancis-stjoseph.com
www.sydneycatholic.org

Our faith community acknowledges and pays respect to the
Traditional Owners of the Land on which we worship,
the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.

someone has found; he hides it again, goes
off happy, sells everything he owns and buys
the field.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he
finds one of great value he goes and sells
everything he owns and buys it.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen
haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect
the good ones in a basket and throw away
those that are no use. This is how it will be
at the end of time: the angels will appear and
separate the wicked from the just to throw
them into the blazing furnace where there
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.
‘Have you understood all this?’ They said,
‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every
scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like a householder who brings out
from his storeroom things both new and old.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Shorter form 13:44-46.

HOMILY
PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /
the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings
which we bring from the abundance of your
gifts, that through the powerful working of
your grace these most sacred mysteries may
sanctify our present way of life and lead us to
eternal gladness. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS
IN ORDINARY TIME

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.

REFLECTIONS ON THE GOSPEL

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The two little parables, that of the Treasure

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

a person finds something that they dearly

P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by
your Cross and Resurrection you have set
us free.

GLIMPSING THE KINGDOM
Discovered in the Field and the Pearl of
Great Price, both depict a situation where
want to possess. In one, a poor daylaborer comes across treasure buried in a
field – an unimaginable windfall! In the
other, a merchant recognises something
he has been searching for all his business

COMMUNION RITE

life: the perfect pearl!

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

Neither, however, is able to get hold of

divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven …

what they have discovered immediately.

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

possessing. But already the mere sight of

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.

There is a gap between finding and
what each have found frees them to ‘sell
all’ so that they can finally possess it.
Jesus told the twin parables to illustrate

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

a key feature of the Kingdom of Heaven.
It is not something we possess right now;
only in the future will it be fully realised

All exchange a sign of peace

in the world and in human lives. But those

LAMB OF GOD

Jesus know that they have come upon

who have caught a glimpse of it from

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Ps 102:2

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. We have consumed, O Lord, this divine
Sacrament, the perpetual memorial of the
Passion of your Son; grant, we pray, that
this gift, which he himself gave us with
love beyond all telling, may profit us for
salvation. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

a treasure that will fulfil their deepest
desires. The joy of the discovery puts all
other attractions in second place. They
gain the freedom to ‘sell all’ in order, one
day, to obtain what they have seen.
Taken together, the parables contain a
whole Christian spirituality – perhaps
best illustrated in the life of St Francis
of Assisi. His commitment to radical
poverty was not something imposed on
him. It flowed in complete freedom from
the ‘treasure’ of God’s love that he, in
supreme degree, had glimpsed.
Brendan Byrne, SJ
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

26 July 2020

FINDING A TREASURE. A treasure is not something we earn but something we find.
We can spend a lot of our lives wishing and hoping that some treasure will come our
way. We can forget that we already possess a wonderful treasure in our loved ones
and in the gift of life itself. And the greatest treasure of all is the kingdom of heaven
which Jesus freely offers to us. May we have the wisdom to seek our treasure in God,
and not in the glittering goods of a passing world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

cf. Ps 67:6-7, 36

God is in his holy place, / God who unites
those who dwell in his house; / he himself
gives might and strength to his people.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
V. Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
V. Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore
you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Lord God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Lord
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins
of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. O God, protector of those who hope
in you, without whom nothing has firm

foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in
abundance your mercy upon us and grant
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we
may use the good things that pass in such a
way as to hold fast even now to those that
ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
A reading from the first book of the Kings
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give
you.’ Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you
have made your servant king in succession
to David my father. But I am a very young
man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant
finds himself in the midst of this people of
yours that you have chosen, a people so many
its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned.
Give your servant a heart to understand how
to discern between good and evil, for who
could govern this people of yours that is so
great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon
should have asked for this. ‘Since you have
asked for this’, the Lord said, ‘and not asked
for long life for yourself or riches or the
lives of your enemies, but have asked for a
discerning judgement for yourself, here and
now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise
and shrewd as none before you has had and
none will have after you.’
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PS Ps 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130. R. v. 97
R. Lord, I love your commands.
1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, / is
to obey your word. / The law from your
mouth means more to me / than silver and
gold. R.
2. Let your love be ready to console me / by
your promise to your servant. / Let your love
come to me and I shall live / for your law is
my delight. R.
3. That is why I love your commands /
more than finest gold. / That is why I
rule my life by your precepts: / I hate false
ways. R.

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; / therefore
I obey it. / The unfolding of your word gives
light / and teaches the simple. R.

SECOND READING

Rom 8:28-30
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans
He predestined us to become true images of his
Son.

We know that by turning everything to their
good God co-operates with all those who
love him, with all those that he has called
according to his purpose. They are the ones
he chose specially long ago and intended to
become true images of his Son, so that his
Son might be the eldest of many brothers.
He called those he intended for this; those he
called he justified, and with those he justified
he shared his glory.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

cf. Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia! / Blessed are you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, / you
have revealed to little ones the mysteries
of the kingdom. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Mt 13:44-52

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which

