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Presider: ‘Prepare a way for the Lord’.
Prepare to let God come into our lives.
Prepare to be changed by what God demands of us.
Moved by the preaching of the Baptist, we recall our needs
before God.

Reader: For the gift of consolation.
All: God promises consolation and peace to those who
follow the way of the Lord. In this time of Advent, may we
turn to the Lord in prayer and penance and be filled with
the peace that only God can give.
Reader: For the gift of hope.
All: We pray for the gift of hope, confident that our God
who led us through exile and bitterness will be our consolation, bringing us refreshment and new hope.

Reader: For the gift of repentance.
All: May we be aware of our need for repentance, regretting the evil we do to others and resolving in this time of
preparation that Sin will not control our lives nor selfishness the values we live by.
Reader: For our prophets in our church.
All: John the Baptist is God’s messenger who prepares the
way for the Lord. May we welcome prophets in the church
who remind us of gospel values, making straight the paths
of our God.

Presider: As together we pray:
All: In this time of waiting, we commend ourselves and our
needs to our God who cares for us like shepherds caring
for their lambs. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CAN YOU HELP AFTER TODAYS MASS
Many hands make light work.
If you are able please help our volunteers
sanitise the church after todays Mass.
Check in with your volunteers on the door.

Blessing of the Advent Wreath
Presider: As we light the second candle of our
Advent wreath, we pray that God will set our
hearts ablaze to follow in the footsteps of John
the Baptist, that we may bring light and love to
all we meet and that through the coming of
Jesus, the darkness of sin and fear may be
overcome. He is Emmanuel, the hope of all.
All: Come, Lord Jesus.
Presider: He is the wisdom that teaches and
guides us.
All: Come, Lord Jesus.
Presider: He is the saviour of every nation.
All: Come, Lord Jesus.
Presider: Lord God, may the wreath
and its light be a sign of Christ’s
promise of salvation. May he come
quickly and not delay. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen
Our faith community demands that the Christian Churches
including the Catholic Church provide full and meaningful
reparation for those who have suffered clerical
and institutional sexual abuse.
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My God and My All

Prepare a way for the Lord
John the Baptist is one of the characters in the bible I admire. His radical lifestyle, preaching and baptism prepared peopl e to
receive and encounter Jesus in the flesh. Christian vocation of witnessing and evangelisation are like John’s life and ministry too.
Our mission in life is to prepare people to receive the Lord. In the Gospel when Jesus appears in the scene, John bows out. He
makes way for Jesus and moves to the background. I often remind myself not to be a hindrance or to interfere between God and
his people. John helps me to understand my role in the service of the Gospel. I just need to do my part and let others do their
part. When I perceive or discern the presence of God, I decide whether it is appropriate for me to bow out. When I have fulf illed
my role and I let Jesus do the rest. It is fruitless to worry and to control the outcome. Today’s passage from Isaiah encourage us
to be joyful messengers.
I hope we can take comfort in today’s readings as well. If the events in our world are causing you anxiety and the complexities of
life are causing you grief, read today’s readings meditatively. Let them speak to you. The readings comfort us, help us to find
peace and teach us to trust in God. Hope is a powerful theological virtue which we can offer the world. It may ease people’s pain
and lessen their worries. Compassion and care communicate God’s tender love and protection against harm and evil. It may also
help people to find a way forward in their struggles and be open to God’s grace.
Perhaps during this week, we can take time to think of a way that allows God to come closer. Are there any barriers that sto p
you from communicating with God? Are there any areas in your life that need repentance and forgiveness?
Fr Anthoni Selvaraj OFM
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

NO BOOKINGS FOR REGULAR MASS TIMES FROM
MONDAY

St Francis of Assisi, Paddington
Thursday, 24th December:

Friday, 25th December:
Saturday, 26th December:
Sunday, 27th December:

5pm
6:30pm
12am

Vigil Mass
Vigil Mass
Sung Mass

8:30am
10am
5:30pm

Mass
Sung Mass
Vigil Mass

8:30am
10am

Mass
Sung Mass

St Joseph, Edgecliff:
Thursday, 24th December:

6pm
7:30pm
9pm

Vigil Mass
Vigil Mass
Vigil Mass

Friday, 25th December:

7:30am
Mass
9am
Mass
11am
Mass
Saturday, 26th December: No Vigil at St Joseph
Sunday, 27th December:

7:30am
9am
11am
5:30pm

Mass
Mass
Mass
Mass

The above Mass Times may be booked through our website at
www.stfrancis-stjoseph.com/christmasmassbookings/ or by calling
9331 4043. We encourage you to plan early and book in advance.

From Monday 7 November new rules apply for Places of
Worship.

We are now allowed one person per 2 square meters of space.
The increased capacity means that there will be no
bookings for our regular Weekday, Saturday (Vigil) &
Sunday Mass times (with exception of Christmas week
which we still recommend you book in advance).
We will begin to roll out QR codes for our Sunday Mass times
from next week to streamline the check-in process, making it
fast, contact free and safe. All you need to use this form of
check-in is your mobile phone so please bring it with you to
Mass and one of our volunteers will be on hand to help you
check in.

Rules regarding contact tracing, social distancing and limits on
numbers still do apply so we ask you continue to arrive a little
early to secure your space and assist our volunteers.
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL—EDGECLIFF

This year SVDP will be leaving Christmas Envelopes at the door
for you to collect on the way out. Post them or bring them back
next week to put on the plate. Please show your usual
generosity.—Brian Dillon
CAN YOU HELP?

We urgently require more volunteers to join our COVID-Safe
volunteer team. Contact Ruth: 0410470678.
PARISH OFFICE

We are still experiencing technical issues at the Parish
Office with phone, email and our doorbell after the
recent storm. It may take longer to reach us at times
due to these issues. We are working hard to get them
resolved—thank you for your patience. Ruth

WELCOME

New to the parish? Please come and meet one of the Parish Team
after mass and take home one of our Welcome Packs to find out
more about your new community.
Welcome Packs are available at the church entrance.
OUR PARISH
Anthoni Selvaraj ofm - Parish Administrator
Francisco Basnayake ofm & Joseph Nguyen ofm - Assistant Priests
Ruth Rawlinson - Parish Manager
Alanna Sparks & Cate Stivala - Parish Secretary
Tanith Bryce - Cantor, Edgecliff
Pamina Milenkovic - Organist, Edgecliff
Noel Debien & Bransby Byrne - Music Dir. & Organist Paddington
Nicole Smeulders - Cantor Paddington
Emma-Gai Gold & Alanna Sparks - Safeguarding Support Officers
Nicole Hudson - Principal, St Francis of Assisi Primary School

WEEKLY SERVICES AND SACRAMENTS
(From Monday 30 Nov)

St Joseph, Edgecliff
Monday to Friday:
7am
Saturday:
9am
Sunday:
7:30am, 9am, 11:00am & 5:30pm

Reconciliation directly following Saturday morning Mass.

St Francis of Assisi, Paddington
Monday & Tuesday: 9am
Wednesday to Friday: 6pm
Saturday:
5:30pm (Vigil)
Sunday:
8:30am & 10:00am

Reconciliation from 4:30pm Saturday prior to Vigil Mass.
No Bookings required. Contact free check-in is required at the door.

We remember those in need of our prayers: our deceased, those in
hospital, nursing homes, the homebound and defence force personnel.
Recently Deceased: Kholofelo Dzvukamanja, Sesarina Bau RSC, Elaine Boys,
Aquino Lanojan, Mary Cook RSC, Marie Arakelian, Maria Orner, Tina Chen
Visage, Pauline Babicci OSC, Frances Spicer, Bessie Laedbeatter, Maria Pullin,
Barbara & Edgar Matthews, William Whitehair, Maurice Scully, Tony Fraser,
Barry Watts, Judith Glaister RSM, Peter Mackenzie Smith, Francis Pimanda,
Pasquale Larubina.
Mass Intentions: Ian Stewart, Alex & Zach, Terry McCue, Sorin & Donna,
Giuliano Family, Catherine Heath, Barry Scott, Kalnejais Family, Kristen & Mark
Crees, Jorge Fernandez, Genowefa & Mariam Wojciechowska, Finbarr
O’Farrell, Ancet Ferenandes, Andrew Georgiou, Gladys Schell, Scott Mitchell,
George Orr, Jim Evans, Nancy Rickard, Giulano Family, Piper Family, David
DeCarvalho, Bernard Hanlon, Francesca Smith, David Crees, Hector Destro,
Gabrielle McDonough, Ziolo Diaz Junior, Laura Martinez, Patricia RichmondKiernan, Paul Kelly, Paul Bellanto, Sorin & Gheorghe, Beau Henderson, Kevin
McGrath, Rosario Macaso Austria, Isabel Scarf, Concepcion Family, Claude
Ulin, Conley family intentions, Salvatore & Sandro Di Bella, Doina’s Intentions,
Pattie Dillon, Mary Kiernan, Jack & Maureen Brett, Nan Kelly, Peg Kelly,
Gristromo family, Cresencia Mendoza, Charlie Tsaoucis, Sorin & Doina,
Cresentia Mendoza, Desmond O’Shea, Shanelle Hoong, Norma Coulson, John
Duggan, Myrtle Engel, Tino Ordonez, Gaetano & Paola Carone, Catherine Wu
-Hutchings, Rosie Castillo, Norma Austria-Eustaquio, Holy Souls.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime
are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, contact the
police. You can also contact the Safeguarding & Ministerial Integrity Office:
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or on 93905810. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support
and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to
the police.

Archdiocese
Franciscan Friars

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Franciscan Friars Australia

Parish
Franciscan friars

@stfrancisjoseph
@OZFranciscan

Parish
Archdiocese

www.stfrancis-stjoseph.com
www.sydneycatholic.org

Our faith community acknowledges and pays respect to the
Traditional Owners of the Land on which we worship,
the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the
book of the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am going to send my messenger
   before you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and so it was that John the Baptist appeared
in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All
Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made
their way to him, and as they were baptised
by him in the river Jordan they confessed
their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin,
and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the
course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is
following me, someone who is more powerful
than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and
undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised
you with water, but he will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY
PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from the
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and is
seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; / from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead. / I believe
in the Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic
Church, / the communion of saints, / the
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection of
the body, / and life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble
prayers and offerings, and, since we have no
merits to plead our cause, come, we pray,
to our rescue with the protection of your
mercy. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I OF ADVENT
After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your
life.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
BELIEF IN GOD’S PROMISES
The life of faith is one in which the believer

Second Sunday of Advent / B
PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD. Engulfed by many chores in the lead-up to
Christmas, we can fail to hear a voice that cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for
the Lord. Let us resolve to include some time to pray, to reflect on the Gospel stories
of Jesus’ birth, and to seek reconciliation with God and others, in our Christmas
preparations.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

is inevitably called to deal with the tension

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

P. The mystery of faith.
All: When we eat this Bread and drink
this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

between God’s promises and our present

was that their God was powerless to save

O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will
come to save the nations, and the Lord
will make the glory of his voice heard in
the joy of your heart.

and that the ancient promises had been

GREETING

forgotten. It is at precisely this moment

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
R. And with your spirit.

COMMUNION RITE

experience. When the people of Israel
were dragged into exile their experience

that Isaiah dares to proclaim a message of

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

hope in the midst of desolation, pardon

All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray …
All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said …
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

who can subdue all things will again stoop

All exchange a sign of peace

the contrary, God’s delay should be seen

instead of punishment, and that the God
to gather the weak and lead them home.
Peter’s Christians were clearly worried by
the fact that the Risen Lord had not come
back in glory as they expected. How could
this be interpreted other than as a sign
that God’s plans had somehow changed,
or that God no longer cares? Peter’s
response is that, despite appearances to
as an opportunity for us to make ready

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

for the Lord’s return. It is a moment of

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

was possible. How could this come to pass

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Bar 5: 5; 4: 36

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the
heights, and behold the joy which comes
to you from God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Replenished by the food of spiritual
nourishment, we humbly beseech you,
O Lord, that, through our partaking in this
mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely
the things of earth and hold firm to the
things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

grace rather than a sign of God’s lack of
fruitfulness.
When John the Baptist declared that
the longed-for Messiah was near, his
contemporaries must have wondered if it
when the province of Judah was powerless
under the rule of the Roman empire?
Advent is always a reminder that the call
to believe comes to us in the midst of the
complexity of life. It meets us head-on
with a challenge: are we prepared to take
the risk of believing in God’s promises?
Christopher Monaghan CP
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Cf. Is 30: 19, 30

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
The Gloria is not said during Advent.

COLLECT
P. Almighty and merciful God, may no
earthly undertaking hinder those who set
out in haste to meet your Son, but may
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us
admittance to his company. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL

06 December 2020

Isa 40:1-5, 9-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Prepare the way for the Lord.

‘Console my people, console them’
says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her
that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of the Lord
double punishment for her crimes.’

A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain,
and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice,
joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear,
say to the towns of Judah,
‘Here is your God.’
Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him,
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

be called slow; but he is being patient with you
all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody
to be brought to change his ways. The Day of
the Lord will come like a thief, and then with
a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will
catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that
it contains will be burnt up.
Since everything is coming to an end like
this, you should be living holy and saintly
lives while you wait and long for the Day

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 84: 9-14. R. v. 8

of God to come, when the sky will dissolve

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and
grant us your salvation.
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, /
a voice that speaks of peace, / peace for his
people. / His help is near for those who fear
him / and his glory will dwell in our land. R.

in flames and the elements melt in the heat.

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; / justice
and peace have embraced. / Faithfulness shall
spring from the earth / and justice look down
from heaven. R.

What we are waiting for is what he promised;
the new heavens and new earth, the place
where righteousness will be at home. So then,
my friends, while you are waiting, do your
best to live lives without spot or stain so that
he will find you at peace.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

3. The Lord will make us prosper / and
our earth shall yield its fruit. / Justice shall
march before him / and peace shall follow his
steps. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SECOND READING

salvation of God. Alleluia!

2 Pet 3:8-14

A reading from the second letter of
St Peter.
We wait for new heavens and a new earth.

There is one thing, my friends, that you must
never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can
mean a thousand years, and a thousand years
is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to
carry out his promises, as anybody else might

Lk 3:4, 6

Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths: all people shall see the

GOSPEL

Mk 1: 1-8

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Make straight the paths of the Lord.

